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special features which librarians will be 
glad to emphasize. 

The features for February to June are 
as follows: 

February — "America's Making told in 
Books." 

March — "Find it in Books," with special 
emphasis on useful books for business and 
useful books for the home. 

April — Religious Book Week, April 2-8. 
"Back to Nature" books are also to be em- 
phasized. 

May — Books as graduation gifts and re- 
wards for school children. 

June — Books for vacation reading and 
books for wedding presents. 

Detailed announcements and sugges- 
tions have been sent to booksellers by- the 
National Association of Book Publishers, 
334 Fifth Avenue, New York, in a bulletin 
entitled, "Year-Round Bookselling News." 
This bulletin will be sent to libraries on 
request. 

A five-color lithographed poster for use 
in February is being prepared by the Na- 
tional Association of Book Publishers. 
Single copies will be sent to libraries on 



request. A colored poster is also being 
prepared for use in March and will be sent 
by the National Association of Booksellers 
on request. 

Libraries will naturally wish to have 
reading lists for free distribution as a 
part of their contribution to the book pub- 
licity. For February "The United States" 
list, compiled by Mrs. Elmendorf for the 
Buffalo Public Library and reprinted by 
the A. L. A., is most appropriate. 

For March we are expecting to compile 
and publish two short reading lists on 
"Useful Books for Business" and "Useful 
Books for the Home." 

A short reading course on religious edu- 
cation and Sunday school work is being 
prepared by the A. L. A. for use in April. 

Some of these lists may also appear in 
The Booklist from time to time and the 
library periodicals will, no doubt, an- 
nounce material which will be of value to 
libraries in their efforts to work with 
others who are engaged in promoting the 
use of books. 



FACTS FOR TRUSTEES 



LIBRARY TRUSTEESHIP* 
By M. F. Gallagher 

PUBLIC library trustees have an impor- 
tant responsibility. The duties and func- 
tions of government include the education 
no less than the protection of citizens. 
The fundamental need of America is more 
thorough and general education. Public 
libraries constitute one of the most ef- 
fective means of education, not second 
in importance to the schools and colleges 
but equal and supplementary. Libraries 
are for young and old alike. The library 
ideal is essentially democratic; it is, as 
Mr. Carnegie once remarked, "pure com- 
munism in the riches of the printed page." 
The war has left us with the huge prob- 
lem of reconstruction, and fortunately 
with a greater hunger for knowledge than 
ever before. The public library never had 
a greater usefulness or a greater work to 
do. There are now ten readers of a good 



book to one before the war. There never 
before was such an interest in science, 
history, geography or economics. The 
war has also made us realize the problem 
of illiteracy and the need of the very ele- 
mental s of education by 7.7% of our popu- 
lation. 

Ample funds are the prerequisite for 
meeting the new demand for library serv- 
ice. With governmental activities multi- 
plying rapidly there is danger that gen- 
eral education may be neglected for other 
public work less salutary and essential. It 
is up to the trustees of public libraries to 
secure adequate funds not only for main- 
tenance but for growth; they must see 
that library revenues are not curtailed in 
the present movement for economy. When 
favorable legislation is secured as in Illi- 
nois recently where the taxation rate was 
increased to a point assuring subsistence, 



•R§sum6 of an address by Mr. M. F. Gallagher before the Indiana Library Trustees' 
Association, Indianapolis, November, 1921. 
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the enactment was largely due to the tire- 
less efforts of the library trustees. 

Beside the devising of ways and means, 
it is one of duties of the trustees to 'bring 
home to the people and to government 
officials the importance of the library; to 
awaken a common realization of the edu- 
cational value of a book service in every 
community. 

Libraries are playing a large part in 
Americanization and general education, 
and they have a larger part to play. They 
have never had adequate facilities for 
covering their field. There are 6,000,000 
foreign born in this country who do not 
speak English, most of whom are eager to 
become competent citizens. There are 
60,000,000 people without reasonable libra- 
ry facilities; farmers are in need of li- 
brary extension service not only for tech- 
nical information but for recreation. The 
fact that even in cities equipped with 
libraries comparatively few people use 
them, shows the need of library publicity 
— of making known the resources of the 
library to the community. 

The world's resources for reconstruc- 
tion lie within the library, and there is no 
greater task than to make them available 
to, and realized by, all the people. Trus- 
teeship of a library is an opportunity for 
the highest public service. 

T 1 HE American Library Association be- 
lieves that one dollar per capita of the 
population of the community served is a 
reasonable minimum annual revenue for 
the library in a community desiring to 
maintain a good modern public library sys- 
tem with trained librarians. 

This is the first paragraph of a signi- 
ficant resolution adopted by the American 
Library Association Council in Chicago. 
See page 11 for the resolution in full. 



A NEWSPAPER recently printed the fol- 
lowing note: 

"The secretary of the Library 

Association keeps reiterating the sugges- 
tion that our citizens remember the libra- 
ry in their wills with gifts of money — $50, 
$100, $500, $5,000, according to your cir- 
cumstances. Where could you possibly 
leave it to better advantage to your fel- 
low citizens?" 

And the secretary wrote to A. L. A. 
headquarters that "the next day after pub- 
lication of the library note a woman met 
me and said she had just made a new will 

and remembered the Library in 

it." 

1 1 A VERSION on the part of taxpayers to 
f\ meeting liberal levies for library 
purposes is generally caused by the popular 
belief that the main purpose of the library is 
to provide recreation for those who can find 
it in reading fiction. This is only one func- 
tion of a library and in many libraries it 
is a minor function. The principal educa- 
tional service of a library should be in 
providing ready access to books that will 
enable persons to improve their ability as 
workers. No library can approach this 
service without the money to spend for 
technical and reference works and this is 
where most inadequately equipped libra- 
ries show the greatest weakness. 

"The public library will reach its sphere 
of greatest usefulness when it takes on 
some of the attributes of a university 
without formal classroom instruction. The 
knowledge should be there for those who 
have the energy and patience to dig it out; 
and the staff should be equal to the duty 
of making the knowledge available. Pro- 
gressive librarians have this ideal in 
mind. They are working toward it, but 
they are hampered by inadequate funds 
and the money will be forthcoming only 
when the people realize that the library 
can be made to pay dividends upon a fair 
investment." — Indianapolis News Editori- 
al. 



